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HOW AUTHORS CAN REUSE THEIR OWN ARTICLES PUBLISHED BY ELSEVIER
General use of articles

Commercial purposes

Authors publishing in Elsevier journals retain wide rights to
continue to use their works to support scientific advancement,
teaching and scholarly communication.

Authors of Elsevier-published articles may not make copies
of them or distribute them for commercial purposes. Such
purposes include:

An author can, without asking permission, do the following after
publication of the author’s article in an Elsevier-published journal:
• Make copies (print or electronic) of the article for personal use or the
author’s own classroom teaching
• Make copies of the article and distribute them (including via
e-mail) to known research colleagues for their personal use but not for
commercial purposes or systematic distribution as defined on page 3 of
this pamphlet
• Present the article at a meeting or conference and distribute copies of
the article to attendees
• Allow the author’s employer to use the article in full or in part for other
intracompany use (e.g., training)

• Commercial exploitation such as directly associating advertising with
online postings of Elsevier-published articles
• Charging fees for document delivery or access to Elsevier-published articles
• Systematic distribution of Elsevier-published articles to parties other than
known research colleagues via e-mail lists or listservers, whether for a
fee or for free

Offprints of articles

• Use the article in full or in part in a printed compilation of the author’s
works, such as collected writings and lecture notes

For most Elsevier journals, the corresponding author (the person
designated to receive all correspondence concerning an article)
receives either free paper offprints or a free electronic offprint
of the published article. The e-offprint is a watermarked PDF of
the published article and includes a cover sheet with the journal
cover image and a disclaimer outlining the terms and conditions
of use. Please note that these PDFs may not be posted to
public websites.

• Use the article in full or in part to prepare other derivative works,
including expanding the article to book-length form, with each such work
to include full acknowledgment of the article’s original publication in the
Elsevier journal

More information about offprints appears in the Journal Authors'
section of the Elsevier website at
www.elsevier.com/authors/offprints.

• Retain patent and trademark rights and rights to any process or
procedure described in the article
• Include the article in full or in part in a thesis or dissertation

www.elsevier.com/libraryconnect

• Post, as described on page 3, the article to certain websites or servers

2

• The use or posting of Elsevier-published articles for commercial gain,
including companies posting for use by their customers Elsevier-published
articles written by the companies' employees. (Examples of such
companies include pharmaceutical companies and physician-prescribers.)

Any author with a specific question about offprints can e-mail
authorsupport@elsevier.com.

Find offprints information in the Journal Authors’
section of the Elsevier website at
www.elsevier.com/authors/offprints.
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HOW AUTHORS CAN REUSE THEIR OWN ARTICLES PUBLISHED BY ELSEVIER
Web posting of articles
Elsevier routinely analyzes and modifies our policies to ensure
we are responding to authors’ needs and concerns, and the
concerns of the research and scholarly communities. Definitions
and policies pertaining to preprints, accepted author
manuscripts and published journal articles are described below.
PREPRINTS
Definition: A preprint is an author’s own write-up of research
results and analysis that has not been peer reviewed, nor had
any other value added to it by a publisher (such as formatting,
copy editing, technical enhancement and the like).
Policy: An author may, without requesting permission, use the
preprint for personal use, internal institutional use, and permitted
scholarly posting.
Personal Use: Use by an author in the author’s classroom
teaching (including distribution of copies, paper or
electronic), distribution of copies to research colleagues
for their personal use, use in a subsequent compilation of
the author’s works, inclusion in a thesis or dissertation,
preparation of other derivative works such as extending
the article to book-length form, or otherwise using or
reusing portions or excerpts in other works (with full
acknowledgment of the original publication of the article).
Internal Institutional Use: Use by the author’s institution for
classroom teaching at the institution (including distribution
of copies, paper or electronic, and use in coursepacks and
courseware programs). For employed authors, the use by
their employing company for internal training purposes.
Permitted Scholarly Posting: Posting by an author on open
websites operated by the author or the author’s institution
for scholarly purposes, as determined by the author, or
(in connection with preprints) on preprint servers.

However, please note that Cell Press and The Lancet have
different preprint policies and will not consider for
publication articles that have already been posted publicly.
Anyone with a question regarding preprint posting and
subsequent submittal of a paper to an Elsevier journal
should consult that journal’s instructions to authors or
contact its editor.

Definition: An accepted author manuscript (AAM) is the author’s
version of the manuscript of an article that has been accepted
for publication. It may include any author-incorporated changes
suggested through the processes of submission processing, peer
review, and editor-author communications. AAMs do not include
other publisher value-added contributions such as copy editing,
formatting, technical enhancements and, if relevant, pagination.
Policy: Authors retain the right to use the AAM for personal use,
internal institutional use and permitted scholarly posting (as
previously defined) provided these are not for purposes of
commercial use or systematic distribution.
Commercial Use of AAMs: Use or posting for commercial
gain, whether for a fee or for free, or to substitute for the
services provided directly by the journal including:
• The posting by companies of their employee-authored
works for use by customers of such companies (e.g.,
pharmaceutical companies and physician-prescribers)
• Commercial exploitation, such as directly associating

advertising with such posting or the charging of fees for
document delivery or access
Systematic Distribution of AAMs: Policies or other
mechanisms designed to aggregate and openly disseminate,
or to substitute for journal-provided services, including:
• The systematic distribution to others via e-mail lists or
listservers (to parties other than known colleagues),
whether for a fee or for free
• The posting of links to articles by commercial third parties

including pharmaceutical companies
• Institutional, funding body or government manuscript posting

policies or mandates that aim to aggregate and openly
distribute the work of its researchers or funded researchers
• Subject repositories that aim to aggregate and openly

distribute AAMs authored by researchers in specific
subject areas
Appropriate Bibliographic Citation: Authors posting an AAM
online should later add a citation for the published journal
article indicating that the article was subsequently published,
and may mention the journal title provided they add the
following text at the beginning of the document:
NOTICE: This is the author’s version of a work that was
accepted for publication in <Journal title>. Changes resulting
from the publishing process, such as peer review, editing,
corrections, structural formatting, and other quality control
mechanisms, may not be reflected in this document. Changes
may have been made to this work since it was submitted for
publication. A definitive version was subsequently published in
JOURNAL TITLE, VOLUME #, ISSUE #, DATE, DOI.
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If an electronic preprint of an article is placed on a public
server prior to its submission to an Elsevier journal, this is not
generally viewed by Elsevier as prior publication; therefore,
Elsevier will not require authors to remove electronic
preprints of an article from public servers should the article
be accepted for publication in an Elsevier journal.

ACCEPTED AUTHOR MANUSCRIPTS
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HOW AUTHORS CAN REUSE THEIR OWN ARTICLES PUBLISHED BY ELSEVIER
Elsevier believes that individual authors should be able to
distribute their AAMs for their personal needs and interests,
e.g., posting to their websites or their institution’s repository,
e-mailing to colleagues. However, our policies do not permit the
systematic distribution of AAMs to ensure the sustainability of
the journals to which AAMs are submitted. Therefore, deposit in,
or posting to, subject-oriented or centralized repositories
(such as PubMed Central), or institutional repositories with
systematic posting mandates is permitted only under specific
agreements between Elsevier and the repository, agency or
institution, and only consistent with the publisher’s policies
concerning such repositories.
PUBLISHED JOURNAL ARTICLES
Definition: A published journal article (PJA) is the definitive final
record of published research that appears or will appear in the
journal and embodies all value-adding publisher activities
including copy editing, formatting and, if relevant, pagination.
Policy: Elsevier guarantees each PJA’s authenticity. We work
with others (e.g., national libraries) to preserve them for posterity
and in perpetuity, and we invest to drive their usage. We strictly
apply an absolute guideline regarding their location: Every PJA
will reside only on a completely controlled site because this is the
only way that we as the publisher can guarantee that each PJA
is permanent, authentic and unaltered.

www.elsevier.com/libraryconnect

An author may use the PJA for personal use and internal
institutional use as defined above. In the interest of safeguarding
the correct scientific record, Elsevier does not permit the posting
of PJAs (Elsevier-provided PDF or HTML files) on any open
websites. This is to ensure that the final published version of an
article, which has been edited and peer reviewed according to
the publishing standards of an Elsevier journal, is always
recognized as such only via the journal itself, whether in print or
electronic format. PJAs may not be used for commercial use or
for systematic distribution as defined on page 3.
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The posting of the PJA to websites to fulfill drug regulation
authority approval of therapeutic agents is not permitted in
accordance with the policy outlined above. Where applicable,
Elsevier permits the inclusion of an article title and abstract to
fulfill drug regulation authority requirements, provided this is
accompanied by a link to the PJA on the publisher’s website.
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Depositing of articles to PubMed Central
Elsevier has established agreements with several funding bodies,
including the US-based National Institutes of Health, to ensure that
authors who publish in our titles comply with the requirements of
their funding bodies. Authors whose research was funded in whole
or part by these funding bodies are required to deposit their final
accepted manuscripts with PubMed Central (PMC), which may be
considered a special repository. As a service to our authors,
Elsevier deposits on their behalf their final accepted manuscripts
to PMC. Authors publishing with Elsevier should not directly
deposit their manuscripts or their final articles to PMC.
At the moment, Elsevier has established agreements or policies
to ensure authors whose articles appear in Elsevier journals can
comply with manuscript archiving requirements of the following
funding bodies:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arthritis Research UK
Austrian Science Fund
BBSRC
British Heart Foundation
Cancer Research UK
Chief Scientist Office

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Department of Health UK
ESRC
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Medical Research Council UK
National Institutes of Health
Telethon
Wellcome Trust

Note: The list of funding bodies with which Elsevier has
agreements, such as the ones requiring deposit to PMC, may
grow and the requirements of some funding bodies may differ.
For further details, please see www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies.

Other mandatory depositing of articles
If an institution requires that all papers published by its faculty,
researchers or employees be deposited in its institutional
repository, a special arrangement or agreement with Elsevier
is required.
If you are an institution or funding body and would like to discuss
putting in place an agreement with Elsevier, or an institution that
requires all papers published by its faculty, researchers or
employees be deposited in its institutional repository, please
contact universalaccess@elsevier.com.

HOW AUTHORS CAN REUSE THEIR OWN ARTICLES PUBLISHED BY ELSEVIER
Citations of articles
Each copy, print or electronic, or other use of an Elsevier-published article must include an appropriate bibliographic citation detailing
the article’s publication in an Elsevier journal.
In the case of preprint posting of an article, the author may later add a citation, indicating the article was subsequently published by
Elsevier and mentioning the journal title. Such a citation must include the following text and must appear at the beginning of the document:
NOTICE: This is the author’s version of a work accepted for publication by Elsevier. Changes resulting from the publishing process,
including peer review, editing, corrections, structural formatting and other quality control mechanisms, may not be reflected in this
document. Changes may have been made to this work since it was submitted for publication. The definitive version has been published
in JOURNAL TITLE, VOLUME #, ISSUE #, DATE, DOI.

doi:10.1016/j.elerap.2011.05.004
How to Cite or Link Using DOI

Find the DOI in the top left area on each article on
SciVerse ScienceDirect at www.sciencedirect.com.

Understanding and Using Digital Object Identifiers
Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are links guaranteed to remain valid even if articles move between DOI-compliant
platforms, such as SciVerse ScienceDirect.

DOI links have the following structure: http://dx.doi.org/doi. An example is http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.elerap.2011.05.004.
A DOI entered in a Web browser must be preceded by http://dx.doi.org/.
On ScienceDirect, the DOI appears in the top left area on each article. When Elsevier-published articles are cited, Elsevier
asks that their DOIs be included. Stating the DOIs may help current or future researchers find cited articles.
www.doi.org

Ways to Use Journal Articles Published by Elsevier (2011)
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Regardless of the publisher or author of an online publication, the structure of a DOI link is always the same, which makes
DOIs easy to use.
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HOW PERSONS AFFILIATED WITH INSTITUTES WITH SCIVERSE SCIENCEDIRECT
SUBSCRIPTIONS CAN USE ARTICLES FROM SUBSCRIBED CONTENT
Professional use of articles

Interlibrary loan

Current SciVerse ScienceDirect subscription agreements allow
authorized users to access, search, browse and view subscribed
content, including articles from journals, and to print or download
a limited number of articles, abstracts and records.

The interlibrary loan (ILL) policy for electronic journals is included
in each institution’s agreement with Elsevier for ScienceDirect. In
short, the provision allows and provides for the use of electronic
journal articles as a source for fulfillment of ILL requests, with some
restrictions. A summary of Elsevier’s current ILL policy follows.

In general, Elsevier does not allow copying, printing or
downloading entire issues of journals or otherwise substantially or
systematically reproducing or retaining Elsevier-published articles.
Local database retention of Elsevier-published articles is only
permitted if an institution or corporation has made an explicit
agreement with Elsevier to acquire retention rights or if the
institution or corporation has a digital rights license with a local
reproduction rights organization (RRO), e.g, the Copyright
Clearance Center in the US or the Copyright Licensing Agency in
the UK. For more information on your local RRO and what it can
offer, visit the International Federation of Reproduction Rights
Organisations’ website at www.ifrro.org.

Scholarly sharing of articles
Current ScienceDirect subscription agreements permit authorized
users to transmit excerpts of subscribed content, such as an
article, by e-mail or in print, to known research colleagues for the
purpose of scholarly study or research. Recipients of such
scholarly sharing do not themselves have to be affiliated with an
institute with a ScienceDirect subscription agreement.

Coursepacks and eReserves
Any academic or government institute with a current
ScienceDirect subscription can incorporate links to subscribed
content, including full-text articles, into electronic coursepacks
or eReserve lists for use in connection with courses offered for
academic credit by the subscribing institute.
For any similar use for a noncredit course or one offered by a
corporation, an institute or corporation must obtain prior written
permission from Elsevier and a fee may be required. Anyone
interested in such permission should contact the Elsevier Global
Rights Department at permissions@elsevier.com.

www.elsevier.com/libraryconnect

Links to articles
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Any institute with a current ScienceDirect subscription may provide
links on the institute's home page, library website or online catalog
to subscribed Elsevier journals or articles. The ScienceDirect Info
site offers shortcut URLs to help information professionals put in
place deep links to subscribed Elsevier journals or articles. For
more information, see www.info.sciverse.com/sd/shortcutlinks.

Learn how to set up shortcut links to SciVerse
ScienceDirect journals or articles by visiting
www.info.sciverse.com/sd/shortcutlinks.

Ways to Use Journal Articles Published by Elsevier (2011)

Elsevier grants subscribing institutes the right to use articles from
subscribed ScienceDirect content as source material for ILLs
subject to the following conditions:
• Each ILL request must come from an academic or other noncommercial,
noncorporate research library located in the same country as the subscriber.
• Each requested article must be printed by the subscriber (not applicable
to US customers) and mailed, faxed or transmitted by Ariel (or a similar
ILL system) to the requesting library.

If a corporate or commercial entity is seeking a ScienceDirect
article, instead of requesting ILL, that entity may use
ScienceDirect’s Pay per View service on a guest basis. For
details, see www.info.sciverse.com/sd/ppv. Please also refer to
http://www.myelsevier.com.

Live reference
If they are both affiliated with the same institute, then a librarian
can take a user electronically to any Elsevier article to which that
institute has subscribed access. The librarian can also e-mail an
Elsevier article, included in the library’s subscription, to the user.
If, however, someone logs in to chat and is not affiliated with the
same institute as the librarian, then that user is not an authorized
user at the librarian's institute. The librarian thus cannot link the
user directly to Elsevier articles or e-mail Elsevier articles to the
user. The librarian can, however, explain to the user how to
request Elsevier articles through ILL or acquire them through
ScienceDirect's Pay per View service.

Use by library guests
Any institute with a current ScienceDirect subscription may allow
members of the general public to use terminals physically located
at that institute’s library to access, search, browse, view and
print articles in subscribed Elsevier journals. Libraries may
impose their own usage restrictions on such “walk-in users.”
Commercial entities that wish to make copies for commercial
purposes should obtain authorization from the publisher or
organizations such as the Copyright Clearance Center.

HOW ANYONE CAN USE ARTICLES PUBLISHED BY ELSEVIER
Bibliographic references

Photocopies of articles

Anyone may, in a bibliography, list a citation for an article
published by Elsevier.

National copyright laws generally permit photocopying of an
article for personal use.

Short quotes and reproduction of material from articles
Anyone may in written work quote from an article published by
Elsevier, as long as the quote comprises only a short excerpt
such as one or two sentences. An appropriate citation, including
the journal title, must be provided.
If the intended use is for scholarly comment, noncommercial
research or educational purposes, an institution or academic
may, without seeking permission from Elsevier, use:
• a single text extract of fewer than 100 words or a series of
extracts totaling no more than 300 words
• a maximum of two figures from a journal article or a total of
five from a journal volume
These guidelines reflect Elsevier’s endorsement of the
International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical
Publishers' 2008 guidelines for quotation and other academic
uses of excerpts from journal articles. Find more details on these
guidelines at www.stm-assoc.org/document-library/ (see
Guidelines for Quotations from Journal Articles).
If the intended use or the material needed differs from the
categories described above, Elsevier’s prior written permission
must be obtained. The requestor must provide details of how and
where the requested material will be used, such as in a thesis or
dissertation or other publication.
Anyone may request permission via Rightslink, the Copyright
Clearance Center’s service available at the top of the HTML
version of every journal article on ScienceDirect. Alternatively,
e-mail requests to permissions@elsevier.com.

Elsevier requires permission and a fee for all other photocopying,
including multiple or systematic copying, copying for advertising
or promotional purposes, copying for resale and copying for all
forms of document delivery. Special rates are available for
educational institutions wishing to make photocopies for
nonprofit classroom use.
Anyone may request permission via Rightslink, the Copyright
Clearance Center’s service available at the top of the HTML
version of every journal article on ScienceDirect. Alternatively,
e-mail requests to permissions@elsevier.com.

Purchase of individual articles
Anyone may use Pay per View on ScienceDirect and purchase
individual full-text journal articles. This service allows guest
users, as well as registered users at subscribing institutes, to
purchase direct access to articles. HTML and PDF access is
instant and available for 24 hours on ScienceDirect; in addition,
purchased articles can be downloaded and stored locally for
future use.

Reprints of articles
To purchase individual or commercial reprints of an article
published by Elsevier, anyone may request permission via
Rightslink, the Copyright Clearance Center’s service available at the
top of the HTML version of every journal article on ScienceDirect.
Alternatively, e-mail requests to reprints@elsevier.com.

Find Rightslink instructions on Elsevier’s website
at www.elsevier.com/authors/askpermission.

Ways to Use Journal Articles Published by Elsevier (2011)
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Find Elsevier policies at:
www.elsevier.com/principlesandpolicies.
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES
Authors’ Rights
www.elsevier.com/authors/rights
Elsevier Funding Body Agreements & Policies
www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies

International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical
Publishers (2008). Guidelines for quotation and other academic
uses of excerpts from journal articles.
http://www.stm-assoc.org/document-library/
Resource Center
www.elsevier.com/authors/resources

Access Rightslink by clicking on the Permissions &
Reprints icon above the article title.

Since 2007 Elsevier has partnered with the Copyright
Clearance Center’s Rightslink service to offer a variety of
options for reusing Elsevier content. Rightslink provides
end-to-end digital rights licensing and reprint services
enabling publishers and other content providers to offer
their copyrighted material online. This digital solution
enables customers to access digital, copyrighted content
directly from a publisher’s online publication and secure
instant copyright permissions – and the content itself –
quickly, easily and legally.

www.elsevier.com/libraryconnect

When you are in Rightslink and you request to use Elsevier-published content
in another publication, please ensure you select “Author of New Work” before
choosing your intended publisher from the list available.
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Natalie Qureshi, Rights Manager
Global Rights
Elsevier
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Colleen DeLory, Editor
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